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Christ's  Zeal  for  Cod's  House. 

♦ ___ 

A.     SERMOISr. 


"  For   the  zeal  of  thine  houso  hath  eaten  dip  ht^  •  nnri   n 
theru  that  reproached  thee,  have  fallen  .^rnripLrti.u"^""'"  '' 

This  psalm  is  headed  a  psalm  of  David.     lie  was  the  inspired 
penman  of  it,  and   as  he  was  also  a  typical  character,  it  mav 
rcadi  y  l)e  supposed  that  it  sets  forth  some  circumstances  which 
may  have  had  a  counterpart  in  his  personal  history,  and  expresses 
some  of  the  feelings  which  may  have  been  working  in  Ids  mind 
amid  the  trials  with  which  he  was  at  times  exercised     At  the' 
same  time,  it  is  very  evident  that  a  greater  tlian  David  is  here-^ 
that  he  who  was  at  once  David's  Son  and  David's  Lord  is  here 
to  be  contemplated ;  and,  particularly,  that,  in  the  words  of  our 
ext,  we  have  presented  to  us  the  grand  ruling  principle  wluch 
influenced  lum   throughout  the  whole  of  that  work  for  the  ac 
comi>lishment  of  which,  although  himself  in  the  form  of  God 
and  thinking  it  no  robbery  to  be  equal  with  God,  he  took  upon 
himself  the  form  of  a  servant,  and  being  found  in  fashion  as  a 
man  he   lumbed  himself,  and  became  obedient  unto  death,  even' 
the  death  of  the  Cross.      He  it  was  who,  addressing  his  Father 
could,  in  the  proper  meaning  of  the  words,  declare.  The  zeal  of 
thine  house  hath  eaten  me  up  ;  and  who  was  so  fullv  identified 
with  God  and  his   cause  that  the  reproaches  of  thim  that  re- 
proached God  fell  upon  him. 

In  the  exposition  of  the  words,  we  have  to  remark  that  the 
word  which  is  here  translated  •'  .eal  "  implies  that  deep  interest 
in  any  obj(,ct-that  strong  affection  of  the   mind  towards  it 
which  awa kens-what  is  more  directly  expressed-zeal  in  promot' 
ing  Its  well-bouig,  jealousy  in  regard  to  any  estrangemJnt,  and 
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indignation  against  whatsoever  would  wrong  or  injure  it.  Hie 
emotion  is  here  represented  as  operating  so  strongly  within  him 
that  it  impairs  his  strength  ;  it  consumes  as  it  were  his  bodily 
substance  ;  and  it  urges  him  on  to  act  in  such  a  way,  in  vindica- 
tion of  the  cause  which  is  so  dear  to  him,  that  the  assaults  which 
liavc  their  real  bearing  against  the  object  in  which  ho  is  so  inter- 
ested, are  directed  against  him.  Still  further,  the  object  of  this 
special  interest  is  said  to  be  God's  house,  and  it  is  on  account  of 
the  zeal  which  he  manifests  in  behalf  of  this  object  that  he  is 
exposed  to  the  obloquy  of  which  he  complains  ;  the  zeal  of  thine 
house  hath  eaten  me  up  ;  and  the  reproaches  of  them  that  re- 
proached thee  have  fallen  upon  me. 

As  to  the  precise  import  of  the  expression  "  house  of  God 
we  are  familiar  with  its  application  to  the  place  where  the  peo- 
ple of  God  are  accustomed  to  raeet  for  his  public  worship  ;  and 
the  generations  under  the  Levitical  Dispensation  were  no  less  fa- 
miliar with  its  application,  first  to  the  tabernacle,  and  subsequent- 
ly to  the  temple,  to  which  they  were  accustomed  to  resort  as  the 
place  where  God  shone  forth  from  between  the  cherubim  ;  and 
where,  in  connexion  with  the  typical  sacrifices  which  were  there 
presented,  his  people  poured  out  their  hearts  before  him  as  their 
covenant  God  and  Father.      In  this  application,  however,  we 
need  to  remember  that  God  dwelleth  not  in  temples  made  with 
alien's  hands.      He  himself  says.  The  heaven  is  my  throne,  and 
the  earth  is  my  footstool :  where  is  the  house  that  ye  build  unto 
me  ■?  and  where  is  the  place  of  my  rest  ?  and  he  points  out  the 
true  import  of  the  words,  when  he  adds,  "  but  to  this  man  will 
I  look  even  to  him  that  is  poor  and  of  a  contrite  spirit,  and 
trembleth  at   my  word."      The  heart  of  his  people,   whether 
viewed  individually  or  collectively,  is  the  true  house  of  God. 
It  is  of  his  church  whom  he  hath  lo>ed  witli  an  everlasting  love, 
and  whom  he  hath  redeemed  not  with  corruptilde  things  such 
as  silver  and  gold,  but  with  the  precious  blood  of  Christ,  that  he 
says    "This  is  my  rest  for  ever:  here  will  I  dwell;  for  I  have 
desired  it."     The  erection  of  this  building  is  not  yet  comiileted. 
Some  of  its  living  stones  have  been  prepared,  and  have  been 
removed  from  this  earth  to  the  heavemy  Jerusalem,  others  aro 
in  the  course  of  being  hewn  and  fitted  for  their  intended  place; 
and  aU  m  due  timo  will  occupy  their  appropriate  position,  when 
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at  leno-th  the  headstone  shall  he  hronght  forth  with  shoutings, 
crying  Grace,  grace,  unto  it.  But,  in  the  mean  time,  as  each  is 
brought  into  vital  connexion  with  the  chief  corner  stone,  he 
becomes  actually  a  part  of  tlie  true  church  or  house  of  God,  and 
the  various  ordinances  and  places  of  worship  on  earth  which  are 
rendered  subservient  to  this  end  have  a  subordinate  interest  and 
importance,  from  the  use  which  is  thus  made  of  them  in  build- 
ing up  tliose  who  are  "  an  hal)itation  of  God  tlirough  the  Spirit." 
The  application  of  the  expression  to  the  mere  earthly  fabric, 
wliere  the  professed  worshippers  of  God  meet  for  the  purpose  of 
offering  up  to  him  their  homage  and  ti-ibute  of  praise,  and  re- 
ceiving spiritual  edification,  has  been  often  so  interpreted  as  to 
foster  mere  sensuous  notions,  and  to  blind  men's  minds  to  tlie 
higher  meaning  which  it  really  conveys.  Ritualism  becomes 
the  ruling  idea,  and  men  please  themselves  witli  the  thouglit  that 
God  may  be  worshipped  with  men's  hands,  as  though  he  had 
need  of  any  thing.  Tiiis,  however,  is  not  necessarily,  nor  is  it 
always,  the  case.  Where  the  true  idea  occupies  the  mind,  the 
spirituality  of  God's  worship  is  understood,  and  valued  and 
enjoyed.  Tlie  presence  of  God  himself  is  realized.  Outward 
ordinances  are  seen  and  are  valued  in  the  relation  in  which  they 
stand  to  him.  As  instituted  by  divine  authority,  as  accommo- 
dated to  our  present  circumstances,  and  as  the  moans  in  the 
believing  use  of  wliich  spiritual  intercourse  with  God  is  to  be 
maintained,  the  child  of  God  prizes  them,  cheerful],  submits  to 
sacrifices  that  they  iuay  be  upheld,  and  makes  strenuous  efforts 
that  they  may  be  enjoyed.  With  David  he  is  ready  to  say,  "  0 
send  out  tliy  light  and  thy  truth  ;  let  them  lead  me;  let  them 
bring  me  ujito  thy  holy  hill,  and  to  thy  tabernacles.  Then  will 
I  go  unto  the  altar  of  God,  unto  God  my  exceeding  joy." 

I.  Let  us  then,  in  the  first  place,  contemplate  a  littlj  more 
closely  the  object  set  forth,  according  to  the  primary  idea,  in  the 
exTircssion  "  the  house  of  God."  It  is  the  church  of  the  living 
God,  chosen  in  God's  sovereign  love  from  among  the  fallen  family 
of  mankind,  when  they  were  viewed  as  lying  under  the  curse  of 
fi  liroken  law,  and  weltering  in  the  pollutions  of  sin.  He  who 
dwolleth  in  light  which  is  inaccessible  and  full  of  glory,  con- 
structed the  universe  as  a  glorious  temple  for  himself;  and  it 
does  in  most  intelligible  language  declare  his  eternal  power  and 
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godhead.     Wlictlicr,  with  tlic  aid  of  tlic  telescope,  wo  endeavour 
to  wander  through  the  immensity  of  space,  and  to  make  ourselves 
acquainted  witli  the  numberless  systems  which  it  presents  to  our 
contemplation  ;  or,  with  the  aid  of  the  microscope,  we  analyze 
the  minute   organisms  that  may  bo  thus  detected  in  the  enjoy- 
ment of  life  and  in  full  activity  within  the  compass  of  a  drop  of 
water,  wo  cannot  fail  to  be  struck  with  the  manifested  glory  of 
him  "  who  is  wonderiul  in  counsel  and  excellent  in  working." 
Angels  great  in  might,  too,  illustrate  his  character  as  the  moral 
governor  of  the  universe,  while,  in   his  dealings  with  some  we 
mark  his  inflexil)le  justice,  and  his  burning  wrath  against  sin  ; 
and  in  his  dealings  with  others  we  see  those  overflowings  of  his 
bounty   and  goodiiess  which  draw  forth   the  ceaseless  praises  of 
those  who  hasten  to  do  his  will.      But  besides  all  this,  he  has 
been  pleased  to  select  a  peculiar  people  from  the  flimily  of  man- 
kmd,  even  the  election  of  grace,  to  be  as  it  were,  the  inner  sanc- 
tuary of  this  temple,  in  his  dealings  with  whom  he  might  shew 
what  divine  love  is,  the  sovereignty  in  which  it  is  exercised,  its 
forbearance  with  its  objects,  the  blessedness  which  it  contem- 
plates for  them,  the  sacrifices  which  it  cheerfully  makes  in  their 
behalf,  the  unwearied  perseverance  with  which  it  prosecutes  its 
aim,  till,  notwithstanding  all  the  obstruction  which  it  meets  with, 
both  from  themselves  and  from  others,  it  makes  them  objects  on 
wliom,  in  perfect  consistency  with  the  holiness  of  his  own  char- 
acter, God  can  look  with  divine  complacency,  whom  he  can  re- 
ceive into  closest  intercourse  with  liimself,  and  in  whom  he  can 
take  delight  for  ever,  saying,    "This  is  my  rest  for  ever;  hero 
will  I  dwell ;  for  I  have  desired  it." 

It  is  on  the  Son  of  His  love  that  the  Father  has  devolved  the 
execution  of  this  work,  and  it  is  in  aiiswer  to  the  call  thus  ad. 
dressed  to  Him  that  He  says,  "  Lo,  I  come— I  delight  to  do  tliy 
will,  0  my  God."  He  knew  that  in  bringing  many  sons  uiito 
glory,  He  Himself  must  be  made  perfect  through  sufferings.  Tfe 
knew  what  the  sacrifice  was  by  which  the  guilt  of  their  multiplied 
transgressions  was  to  be  expiated.  He  knew  the  corruptions — 
the  deep  carnality  of  tb.osc  whom  He  was  to  form  into  temples  of 
the  living  God.  He  knew  their  waywardness,  their  proncness  to 
err,  the  snares  that  would  be  laid  for  them,  and  the  numerous 
assaults  to  which  they  would  Ije  exposed.     He  knew  all  this  from 


tlic  lioginning,  but,  concerned  for  the  divine  glory,  bearing  intense 
•love  for  those  who  were  thus  entrusted  to  his  care,  that  lie  might 
purify  them  unto  Himself  a  peeiiliar  people,  zealous  of  good 
works,  He  set  his  face  as  a  flint ;  and,  for  the  joy  tliat  was  set 
before  Him,  endured  the  cross,  despising  tlie  shame.    It  was  by 
His  own  blood  that  the  covenant  of  peace  was  to  be  ratified.     It 
was  by  the  sacrifice  of  Himself  that  the  demands  of  the  divine  law- 
were  to  be  answered,  tliat  divine  justice  was  to  be  satisfied,  and 
the  guilt  of  his  people  forever  removed  ;  but  the  zeal  of  God's 
house,  which  was  eating  Him  up,  \\  ould  not  admit  of  his  sparing 
Himself.     He  bears  the  curse  upon  the  tree,  and  so  removes  it 
forever  from  his  people  ;  He  goes  down  to  the  grave,  but  in  doing 
so  He  consecrates  it  as  a  bed  of  rest  to  them.     In  due  time,  lie 
bursts  asunder  the  bands  of  death  and  the  grave,  and  having  as- 
cended up  on  high,  leading  captivity  captive,  He  hath  obtained 
gifts  for  men,  even  for  the  rebellious,  that  God  the  Lord  miglit 
dwell  among  them.     Exalted  at  the  riglit  hand  of  God  to  be  a 
IVince  and  a  Saviour,  to  give  repentance  unto  Israel  and  the  for- 
giveness of  sins,  He  draws  them  unto  Himself  as  with  the  cords 
of  a  man  and  the  bands  of  love.     In  his  cross,  he  presents  tliem 
with  sncli  views  of  the  divine  character  as  are  fitted  to  secure 
their  highest  admiration  and  love,  by  tlie  working  of  his  Spirit  lie 
opens  their  hearts  and  prepares  them  for  receiving  right  imprcs- 
isions  from  these  views,  he  writes  his  laws  upon  their  hearts,  and 
the  result  is  that  they  who  but  lately  were  stout-hearted  and  far 
from  rigliteousness,  saying  in  the  height  of  their  rebellion.  Who 
•iS  the  Lord  tliat  Ave  should  ol)ey  his  voice  ?  now  respond  to  the 
attractions  of  his  love,  find  their  happiness  in  the  fulfilment  of  hie 
will,  and  say  in  the  sincerity  of  their  hearts.  Whom  have  we  in 
heaven  but  thee  ?  and  there  is  none  upon  earth  that  we  desire 

besides  thee.     Even  already  they  are  an  habitation  of  God  through 
the  Spirit. 

In  contemplating  witli  profound  awe  the  divine  glory  blazing 
forth  from  the  bush,  which  is  not  consumed,  but  in  which  God  i? 
pleased  to  dwell,  we  have  to  remember  that  the  zeal  of  Christ  for 
this  house  hos  its  original  ground  in  the  love  which  he  bears  to 
God,  whose  servant  he  is,  and  his  regard  for  the  honour  of  Him 
whose  house  he  is  preparing.  Acting,  therefore,  in  behalf  of  God, 
Uuszcal  shows  itself  in  the  ^are  which  betakes  to  render  the 
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hoxisQ  a  meet  habitation  for  Him  who  is  of  purer  c}'cs  than  to  be- 
hold  iniquity,  who,  ])eing  himself  glorious  in  holiness,  requires 
holiness  in  all  who  approach  him.     On  the  other  hand,  we  have 
to  look  at  this  zeal  as  the  expression  also  of  the  love  which  ho 
bears  to  his  people,  and  the  interest  which  he  takes  in  those  who 
constitute  the  material  of  the  house ;  and,  viewed  in  this  relation, 
we  see  it  still  tending  towards  the  same  result,  for  it  sliows  itself 
in  the  care  which  he  takes  to  make  them  meet  to  be  partakers  of 
the  inheritance  of  the  saints  in  light,  that  they  may  bask  in  the 
smiles  of  him  whose  favour  is  life — whose  loving-kindness  is  better 
than  life.     And  what  more  appropriate  temple,  even  for  God  who 
is  love,  than  tiie  hearts  of  those  who,  being  washed  and  sanctified 
and  justified  in  the  name  of  the  Lord  Jesus  and  by  the  Spu-it  of 
our  God,  now  respond  to  his  love,  and  with  grateful  hearts  pro- 
claim, "  Salvation  to  our  God  which  sitteth  upon  the  tlirone,  and 
unto  the  Lamb  ?"     Or  what  bliss  could  be  bestowed  upon  his 
people  beyond  what  is  im.plied  in  his  own  words,  (John  xvii.  22- 
24,  "  And  the  glory  which  thou  gavest  me  I  have  given  them ; 
that  they  may  be  one,  even  as  we  are  one  :  I  in  tliem  and  thou  in 
me,  that  they  may  be  made  perfect  in  one  ;  and  tliat  the  world 
may  know  that  thou  hast  sent  me,  and  ha^t  loved  them  as  thou 
hast  loved  me.     Father,  I  will  that  they  also  whom  thou  hast 
given  me  be  with  me  where  I  am ;  that  they  may  uchold  my 
glory,  which  thou  hist  given  me  :  for  thou  lovcst  me  before  the 
foundation  of  the  world  ?" 

This  fitting  of  the  house  as  a  residence  for  God  implies  also  at- 
tention to  symmetry  of  form,  and  the  harmonious  adjustment  of 
parts  to  each  other.     God  is  a  God  of  order,     W<'  his  creatui'cs 
are  so  constituted  that  pleasurable  emotions  are  awakened  in  the 
contemplation  of  orderly  arrangement,  beautiful  outline  of  Egure, 
and  nice  adjustment  of  parts  to  the  accomplishment  of  some  use- 
ful end.      Nor  is  this  overlooked  by  him  whose  zeal  of  God's  house 
we  are  now  considering.     Observe  the  symmetry  of  the  building 
which  rises  under  his  hand.     Each  stone  has  its  appropriate  place, 
is  peculiarly  fitted  for  the  place  which  it  is  to  occupy,  and  contri- 
butes its  part  to  the  beauty  and  the  completeness  of  the  entire 
temple.     The  time  was  when  they  who  are  now  living  stones, 
built  on  the  true  foundation  stone,  were  stul)born  and  untracta- 
blc  under  God's  dealings,  presenting  the  utmost  resij^tance  to  the 
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hand  tliat  was  moulding  and  fashioning  them  for  the  manifesta- 
tion of  his  glory,  as  the  objects  of  his  love.     As  depraved  moral 
creatures,  they  were  hateful,  and  they  bated  one  another.     But 
Christ's  zeal  of  God's  house  has  changed  all  this.     He  has  taught 
them,  as  the  children  of  God,  not  only  to  love  their  heavenly  Fa- 
ther, but  to  love  one  another.     They  have  learned  the  lesson, 
they  have  imbibed  the  spirit  of  him  who  said,  (John  xiii.  34,  35,) 
"  A  new  commandment  I  give  unto  you,  That  ye  love  one  ano- 
ther ;  as  I  have  loved  you,  that  ye  also  love  one  another.     By 
this  shall  all  men  know  that  ye  are  my  disciples,  if  ye  have  love 
one  to  another."     Partakers  of  the  spirit  of  Christ,  they  sympa- 
thize witli  him  in  his  affections.     Tliey  desire  to  have  no  fellow- 
ship with  the  unfruitful  works  of  darkness,  but  would  rather  re- 
prove them.     While  here,  they  have  precious  opportunities  witli 
multitudes  who  need  the  same  blessings,  and  may  be  won  over  to 
the  same  cause ;  and  the  spirit  of  Christ  prompts  them  to  address 
to  such  the  invitation  of  Moses  to  Hobab,  "  Come  thou  with  us> 
and  we  will  do  thee  good :  for  the  Lord  hath  spoken  good  concern- 
ing Israel."     But  however  painful  separation  from  former  asso- 
ciates may  be,  where  those  whom  they  thus  address  remain  wedded 
to  the  world,  and  decline  to  associate  themselves  with  those  who 
are  travelling  to  a  better  country,  they  allow  not  themselves  to 
be  diverted  from  their  heavenward  progress.     It  is  as  a  people 
who  are  to  dwell  alone,  and  not  to  be  reckoned  among  the  na- 
tions, that  the  xipostle  Paul  addresses  the  Church  at  Corinth, 
saying,  (2  Cor.  vi.  14-18,)  "  Be  ye  not  unequally  yoked  together 
with  unbelievers :  for  what  fellowship  hath  righteousness  with 
unrighteousness?  and  what  communion  hath  light  with  darkness? 
And  what  agreement  hath  the  temple  of  God  with  idols  ?  for  ye 
are  the  temple  of  the  living  God  ;  as  God  hath  said,  I  will  dwell 
in  them,  and  walk  in  them  ;  and  I  will  be  their  God,  and  they 
shall  be  my  people.     Wherefore  come  out  from  among  them,  and 
be  ye  separate,  saith  the  Lord,  and  touch  not  the  unclean  thing; 
and  I  will  receive  you,  and  will  be  a  Father  unto  you,  and  ye- 
shall  be  my  sons  and  daughters,  saith  the  Lord  Almighty."     It 
is  true,  these  things  are  very  inadequately  apiirehendcd  and  il- 
lustrated in  their  practice  by  the  people  of  God  while  they  are 
here,  but  the  love  of  Christ  contemplates  them  in  all  their  extent 
and  imporlauce,  and  the  zical  of  Clu'ist  will  ijring  them  out  into 
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full  ^ovelopmcnt.  Xo  spot,  no  imperfection,  no  maladjustment 
will  he  leave  to  (lisli-ure  the  glorious  eailice  which  he  ii  rearing. 
Ihe  subjects  of  his  charge  are  to  be  displayed  as  a  chosen  gene- 
ration, a  royal  priesthoorl,  an  holy  nation,  a  peculiar  people,  that 
they  should  show  forth  the  praises  of  him  who  hath  called  them 
out  of  darkness  into  his  marvellous  light. 

^    That  was  a  dazzling  glory  which  llt'up  the  wilderness,  wlicn, 
in  tlm  cajnp  of  Israel,  amid  its  assembled  tribes,  the  tabernacle 
stood  lorth  in  all  its  completeness  and  beauty  ;  when  Aaron  and 
Jus  sons,  with  solemnised  aiid  elevated  minds,  di-essod  in  their 
priestly  attire,  had  laid  the  wood  and  the  sacrifice  upon  the  altar, 
when  "  the  glory  of  the  Lord  appeared  unto  all  the  people,  and 
there  came  a  fire  out  from  before  the  Lord,  and  consumed  npon 
the  altar  the  burnt  otfering  aaid  the  fat    which  when  all  the  peo- 
ple saw,  they  shouted  and  fell  upon  their  facps."     Still  more  re- 
splendent was  the  scene  at  JerusaJem,  when  Solomon  had  finished 
that  temple  for  which  his  father  David  had  made  such  mao-nifi. 
cent  preparations,  and  on  which  he  himself  had  lavislied  so  much 
of  the  wealth  with  which  God  had  blessed  him.     "The  house," 
we  arc  told,  "  when  it  was  in  building,  was  built  of  stone  made 
ready  before  it  was  in-oiight  thither:  so  that  there  was  neither 
hammer,  nor  axe,  nor  any  tool  of  iron,  heard  in  the  house  while 
It  was  in  building."     So  skilfully  have  the  various  parts  been 
prepared  beforehand,  t]ia.t  they  take  up  tlicir  appropriate  place 
without  noise  or  violence.     The  ark  of  God,  which  had  hitherto 
dwelt  m  curtains,  is  at  length  ))rought  into  his  place,  "  into  the 
oracle  of  the  house,  to  the  most  holy  place,  even  under  the  wings 
of  the  cherubims."     "  And  it  came  to  j)ass,  when  the  priests  were 
come  o'U  of  the  holy  place,  that  the  cloud  filled  the  liouse  of  the 
Lord,  so  that  the  priests  could  not  stand  to  minister  because  of 
the  cloud :  for  the  glory  of  the  Lord  had  filled  the  house  of  the 
Lord."     Yet  even  all  this  has  no  glory,  by  reason  of  the  glory 
tlint  excelleth.     There  is  joy  in  the  presence  of  the  angels  of  God 
over  one  sinner  that  repenteth;  and  fiir  more  resplendent  than 
what  dazzled  the  eyes  of  the  Israelites,  is  the  glory  that  isliglited 
up  in  the  soul  of  tlie  sinner,  when  he  responds  to  the  call  of  him 
who  says,  "  Behold,  I  stand  at  the  door,  and  knock  ;"  when  tlie 
love  of  God  is  shed  al)road  in  his  heart,  and  when,  in  fulfilment 
of  tliei>romise  of  the  heavenly  stranger,  "1  will  sup  with  him^ 
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and  lie  with  rac,"  he  is  made  to  feast  on  the  fruits  of  divine  love, 
and  the  Saviour  himself  rests  in  his  love.    While  here,  those  who 
are  to  be  living  stone?  in  the  temple  above  require  and  receive 
that  hewing  and  polishing  which  is  to  fit  them  for  the  honourable 
place  which  they  are  to  occupy  ;  yet,  although  the  discipline  by 
which  the  character  of  God's  people  is  to  be  formed  is  felt  for  the 
present  to  be  not  joyous  but  grievous,  the  power  of  divine  grace 
sustains  them,  a  sense  of  the  divine  presence  comforts  them,  and 
the  communications  of  divine  love  may  be  made  to  them  in  such 
abundance,  as  to  fill  them  with  a  joy  that  is  uii-peakal)le  and 
full  of  glory.     But,  if  such  a  glory  may  at  times  illuminate  this 
waste  and  howling  wilderness,  what  heart  can  conceive  the  s])len- 
dours  of  that  more  glorious  scene,  in  preparation  for  \\'hieh  the 
zeal  of  Cbrist  has  been  so  earnestly  directed,  when  the  assenil)led 
multitudes  whom  he  has  washed  from  their  sins  in  his  own  blood, 
whom  he  has  adorned  with  the  beauties  of  holiness  witli  the 
working  of  his  own  spirit,  shall,  amid  hosts  of  admiring  angels, 
receive  the  welcome,  "  Come,  ye  blessed  of  my  Father,  inherit 
tlie  kingdom  prepared  for  you  ?"     The  Ca])taiii  of  our  salvation 
has  fully  acquitted  himself  of  his  wondrous  undertaking,  the  pa- 
lace of  the  Great  King  is  now  completed,  and  the  Holy  One  him- 
self says,  "  This  is  my  rest  for  ever;  here  will  I  dwell ;  for  I  have 
desired  it."     "  Lift  up  your  heads,  0  ye  gates  ;  and  be  ye  lifted 
up,  ye  everlasting  doors  ;  and  the  King  of  glory  shall  come  in. 
Who  is  this  King  of  glory  ?     The  Lord  strong  and  mighty,  the 
Lord  miglity  in  battle.     Lift  up  your  heads,  0  ye  gates  ;  even  lift 
them  up,  ye  everlasting  doors  ;  and  the  King  of  glory  shall  oimio 
in.     Who  is  this  King  of  glory  ?     The  Lord  of  liosts,  he  is  the 
King  of  glory." 

n.  In  the  second  place,  as  to  the  instrumentality  cm[)loyed. 
It  is  the  blood  of  Christ,  otfcring  himself  as  an  atoning  sacrifice, 
that  has  secured  a  title  to  the  blessings  which  he  thus  disjionses 
to  liis  people,  and  it  is  by  the  working  of  his  Holy  Spirit  that 
these  l)lessings  are  eirectually  ai)plied.  That  all  these  blc.-iiigs 
might,  if  it  had  so  pleased  God,  have  been  made  effectual  with- 
out t]\Q  intervention  of  human  instrumentality,  may  be  readily 
admitted.  That  to  some  tlu^y  are  made  effectual  without  the  iise 
of  what  are  called  the  ordinary  means  of  grace,  appears  in  tho 
ca>:c  of  elect  infaiitc:  dying  in  infancy.      The  word  of  God,  liuw- 
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ever,  instructs  us  to  look  for  the  enjoyment  of  these  blesshigs 
through  tlie  use  of  means  which  he  has  been  ploased  to  institute, 
these  yielding  the  result,  not  l)y  any  natural  efiicacy  in  them- 
selves, but  only  through  the  blessing  of  Christ,  and  the  working 
of  his  Holy  Spirit.  Dealing  with  men  as  rational  beings,  he  sets 
before  them  in  his  word  statements,  expostulations,  invitations, 
arguments  lind  invitations,  which  are  fitted  to  convince  them  of 
their  guilt  and  danger,  to  draw  them  to  himself  as  the  only,  and 
as  an  all-sulTicient  Saviour,  and  to  induce  them,  in  the  exercise 
of  faith  in  his  name,  to  press  on  towards  the  mark  for  the  prize 
of  the  high  calling  of  God  which  is  in  Christ  Jesus.  He  has 
enjoined  it  as  a  duty  on  each  believer  to  make  his  light  so  shine 
before  men,  that  others  seeing  his  good  works  may  be  led  to 
glorify  his  Father  who  is  in  heaven  ;  and  he  invites  each  also,  by 
brotherly  admonition  and  counsel,  as  opportunity  may  be  enjoy- 
ed, to  Ijccome  a  worker  together  with  himself  in  winning  souls 
unto  Cbrist,  and  in  building  them  up  in  holiness  and  comfort 
through  faith  unto  salvation.  Besides  all  this,  however,  he  has 
appointed  his  own  office-bearers  in  the  churcli  whoso  official  duty 
it  is  to  preach  the  word ;  to  be  instant  in  season,  out  of  season ; 
to  reprove,  rebuke,  exhort,  with  all  long-suffering  and  doctrine. 
Wliether  called  pastors  or  bisliops,  elders  or  overseers,  their 
pi  evince  is  to  feed  the  flock  of  Cod  which  is  among  them,  taking 
the  oversight  thereof,  not  by  constraint,  l)ut  willingly  ;  not  for 
filthy  lucre,  but  of  a  ready  mind  ;  neither  as  being  lords  over 
God's  heritage,  l)ut  being  ensamples  to  the  flock.  On  the  other 
hand,  the  charge  to  the  people  is,  "  Obey  them  that  have  the  rule 
over  you,  and  suljuiit  yourselves :  for  they  watch  for  your  souls, 
as  they  that  must  give  account ;  that  they  may  do  it  with  joy 
and  not  with  grief:  for  that  is  unproHtable  for  you." 

Now,  the  interest  which  Christ  has  in  his  Father's  liouse, 
renders  him  zealous  as  to  these  means  which  he  employs  in 
pre[)aring  it  for  the  rece[)tion  of  its  divine  Master.  Comparing 
the  means  employed  under  tlie  Old  Testament  dispensation  with 
those  enijdoyed  under  tlie  New,  there  is  one  aspect  in  wliich  the 
difference  is  very  marked,  liufore  tl>e  atoning  sacrilice  was 
actually  ofTered  up,  God  communicated  instruction  as  to  salva- 
tion in  the  ap[)ointment  of  types  and  shadows.  Tlie  law  had  a 
shaduw  of  good  things  to  come,  but  the  body  is  Christ.      Now, 
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the  shadow  has  passed  away,  the  substance  itself  having   come. 
In  the  simple  preaching  of  the  word,  in  the  dispensation  of  sac- 
rament, Christ  is  evidently  set  forth,  crucified  among  us.     But 
there  is  another  aspect  in  which  both  coincide,  and  it  is  this,  that 
under  the  Old  Testament  and  under  the  New  alike,  the  ordin- 
ances are  of  divine  authority.     God  himself  prescribes  the  modo 
in  which  he  is  to  be  worshipped:  Christ  himself  is  to  be  recog- 
nized as  Ruler  in  his  own  house.     In  considering  the- Old  Testa- 
ment mode  of  worship  in  the  use  of  types,  we  see  an  illustration 
of  the  divine  wisdom  in  appointing  a  form  of  service  that  was 
fitted  to  picture  out  to  those  who  lived  before  the  actual  advent 
of  the  Saviour,  the  character  and  work  of  him  in  whom  they 
were  to  repose  their  confidence.     But  independently  of  that,  we 
have  to  look  at  it  also  as  the  system  of  worship  which  God  had 
authoritatively  enjoined  for  tlie  time  being,  and  in  attendance  on 
which  his  people  were  to  look  for  his  blessing.     When  he  reljuk- 
ed  or  chastised  his  people  for  corrupting  his  ordinances — for  their 
departure  from   the  prcscril)ed   mode  of  worship,  it  was  not  on 
the  ground  that  what  they  had  adopted  was  less  fitted  than  what 
they  had  forsaken  to  picture  out  the  coming  Saviour  ;  but  be- 
cause  it  was  what  he  had  not  commanded.      He  is   a  jealous 
God,  and  he  will  not  permit  the  devices  of  men  to  supersede 
the  requirements  of  liis  law.     No  doubt  it  was  setting  up  the  wis- 
dom of  men  in  opposition  to  that  of  God ;  but  what  he  dwelt  upon 
was  that  they  were  doing  what  he  had  not  commanded  ;  and,  in 
like  manner,  our  Saviour  charged  the  Jews  of  his  day  with  re- 
jecting the  commandment  of  God,  that  they  might  keep  their  own 
tradition.     It  is  upon  his  authority,  therefore,  that  those  who  pro- 
fess to  be  his  people  are  required  to  separate  themselves,  as  a  vi- 
sible organized  society  distinct  from  mere  secular  associations. 
It  is  his  authority  that  has  appointed  the  ordinances  of  divine 
worship  under  the  New  Testament  dispensation,  as  well  as  under 
the  Old.     It  is  ho  who  has  given  pastors  and  teachers  ;  for  the 
perfecting  of  the  saints,  for  the  work  of  the  ministry,  for  the  edi- 
fying of  the  body  of  Christ.     It  is  he  who  has  invested  the  office- 
bearers in  this  his  visible  Church,  svith  authority  to  teach  and  to 
rule,  to  bind  and  to  loose,  to  admit  or  to  exclude ;  not  indeed 
according  to  their  own  pleasure  or  caprice,  but  according  to  the 
rules  which  he  has  himself  laid  down.     And  although  the  society 
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which  is  thus  formed  contains  an  admixture  of  tares  with  the 
wlieat,  resembles  wliat  is  accomplished  when  a  net  that  has  been 
cast  into  the  sea  brings  to  land  fishes,  some  good  and  some  bad  ; 
yet  arc  there  obvious  violations  of  the  rules  of  Christ's  house 
which  must  be  dealt  witli  in  the  use  of  that  discipline  Avhicli  he 
has  prescribed.  Tiie  unruly  must  be  warned,  and  the  obstinate 
transgressor  must  be  excluded  from  a  company  which  his  presence 
and  example  might  contaminate. 

TIic  visible  body  thus  organized,  and  professing  faith  in  Clirist, 
notwithstanding  the  admixtures  which  have  been  noticed,  is  called 
"  God's  husbandry— God's  building."     To  guard,  however,  against 
the  delusion  of  imagining  that  all  who  get  a  place  in  this  building 
Avill  bo  entitled  to  a  place  in  the  temple  above,  we  are  reminded, 
as  in  the  third  chapter  of  the  First  Epistle  to  the  Corintliians, 
that,  as  it  is  not  the  prerogative  of  even  the  most  faitl)ful  minister 
of  tlie  Word  to  search  and  to  know  tlie  h.eart  of  his  fellow-men, 
so,  even  where  Christ  is  preached,  or  laid,  as  the  only  foundation, 
there  may  be  admitted  into  the  visible  Church,  or  jjlaced  in  out- 
ward connexion  witli  that  foundation,  not  only  "gold,  silver,  pre- 
cious stones;"  but  also,  however  disguised,  what  is  no  better  than 
"  wood,  hay,  stuVtble."     In  receiving  tliera  into  the  visible  Cluirch, 
the  minihtjr  of  tlic  Word  may  have  fondly  imagined  that  he  wps 
instrumental  in  Inulding  so  many  living  stones  on  the  tried  foun- 
dation that  had  been  laid,  and  tliat  for  him  was  being  prepared  the 
reward  promised  to  him  who  turns  many  to  righteousness.     Tliat 
passrge  informs  us,  however,  that  there  is  a  day  when  all  will  be 
subjected  to  a  trial  searching  and  testing  as  by  fire;  that  tlien,  if 
any  man's  work  whicli  he  hath  endeavoured  to  build  on  the  true 
foundation  abide,  he  shall  receive  a  reward;  that,  on  the  other 
hand,  if  any  man's  work  shall  be  burned,  there  is,  of  course,  no 
title  to  the  reward,  he  sliall  suffer  loss.     Nay,  the  builder  himself 
must  be  subjected  to  the  same  test ;  and  whatever  may  become 
of  his  work,  he  himself  shall  bo  saved  ;  yet  so  as  by  fire. 

Whatever  subordinate  agency  may  be  employed  hero  througii- 
out  the  wliole  of  tlie  i)rocess,  the  great  Master  Ijuildcr  most  dili- 
gently superintends  the  work,  and  marks  Avitli  interest  the  pro- 
gross.  In  his  zeal  of  God's  house,  he  views  with  jealousy  wluit- 
ever  miglit  interrupt  or  mar  that  progress  ;  and  his  iiulignation 
is  hot  against  those  w'ho  w^ould  set  themselves  hi  opposition  to  it. 
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All  such  will  find  Jerusalem  to  be  a  burdensome  stone.     No^ 
^ithstandmg  the  admixture  of  heterogeneous  materials,  the  visi- 
ble Church  IS  cmmently  God's  house  upon  earth,  presented  indeed 
m  a  seat  of  war,  in  which  the  conflict  with  sin  rages  both  within 
and  without;  but  still,  the  Church  of  the  living  God     It  is  sot 
forth  as  a  witness  for  God,  bound  to  follow  after  holiness,  without 
which  no  man  shall  see  God,  to  assert  the  truth  which  he  hath 
revealed,  to  maintain  the  purity  of  worship  which  he  hath  insti- 
tuted, and  in  the  exercise  of  that  authority  with  which  he  hath 
invested  the  office-bearers,  to  apply  discipline  to  the  disorderly 
and  even  to  case  out  those  who  are  the  open  contemners  of  his 
laws.     Different  portions  of  his  risible  Church  may  be  found  in 
different  stages  of  advancement,  and  following  out  with  different 
degrees  of  intelligence  and  fiuthfuhiess  the  instructions  of  his 
Word  •  and  they  who  feel  how  much  they  themselves  need  the 
exercise  of  for]>earanee,  will  rejoice  to  sec  that  God  is  graciously 
pleased  to  bless  an  instrumentality  that  exhibits  much  of  human 
infirmity.     Still,  each  is  bound  to  hold  fast  that  which  he  hatli 
and  to  carry  out  faithfully  in  practice  what  he  hhnself  has  been 
brought  to  apprehend  of  divine   truth.     It  is  not  the  varying 
opinions  of  men,  but  the  inspired  Word  of  God  that  must  Ix)  our 
rule  as  to  hovv  we  ought  to  behave  ourselves  in  the  house  of  God 
which  is  the  Church  of  the  living  God,  the  pillar  and  ground  of 
the  truth.     With  respect  to  that,  we  have  laid  upon  us  the  same 
charge  which  the  Apostle  Paul  addressed  to  Timothy,  (1  Tim. 
vi.  13-lG,)  "  I  give  thee  charge  in  tlie  sight  of  God,  who  quickeir 
eth  all  things,  and  before  Christ  Jesus,  who  before  Pontius  Pilate 
witnessed  a  good  confession  ;  that  thou  keep  this  commandment 
without  spot,  unreinikable,  until  the  appearing  of  the  Lord  Jesus 
Christ:  which  in  his  times  he  shall  show,  vrlio  is  the  blessed  and 
only  Potentate,  the  King  of  kings,  and  Lord  of  lords;  who  only 
hath  immortality  dwelling  in  the  light  which  no  man  can  approach 
unto;  whom  no  man  hath  seen,  nor  can  see:  to  whom  be  honour 
and  power  everlasting.     Amen." 

Fathers  and  Brethren,  such  are  the  high  and  the  holy  objects 
for  the  promotion  of  which  wo  now  meet  together.  If  Ave  sym- 
pathise with  Christ  in  his  zeal,  we  may  expect  that  the  reproaches 
of  them  that  reproached  him  will  fViU  upon  us.  We  may  be  reviled 
by  such  as  reviled  him.     We  may  be  resisted  by  the  foliowcrs  of 
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that  strong  one  who  is  to  be  driven  from  his  usurped  possession. 
But  it  is  a  high  privilege  to  which  we  are  called,  when  it  is  given  to 
us  not  only  to  believe  in  him,  but  also  to  suffer  for  his  sake.  He 
will  uphold  those  who  submit  to  his  authority,  and  faithfully  follow 
out  the  instructions  of  his  Word ;  and,  notwithstanding  the  opposi- 
tion that  he  meets  with,  he  shall  bring  forth  judgment  ujjto  victory 

he  shall  see  of  the  travail  of  his  soul  and  be  satisfied. 

But,  Fathei's  and  Brethren,  we  have  also  to  remember  the  re- 
sponsibility under  which  we  act.  They  especially  must  be  holy 
who  bear  the  vessels  of  the  sanctuary— who  would  take  part  in  the 
management  of  the  affairs  of  Christ's  house.  His  zeal  of  God's 
house  is  not  less  now  than  when  he  drove  out  the  buyers  and  sellers 
from  the  temple  at  Jerusalem ;  or  when  his  anger  burned  against 
Nadab  and  Abihu,  who  presumed  to  burn  the  incense  of  the  sane 
tuary  with  strange  fire  before  the  Lord,  which  he  commanded  them 
not.  Let  us  in  tlie  first  place  take  heed  to  ourselves,  and  then  we 
shall  enjoy  Goa's  blessing  in  taking  heed  to  all  the  flock,  over  the 
which  the  Holy  Guest  hath  made  us  ov^irseers,  to  feed  the  Church 
of  God  which  he  hath  purchased  with  his  own  blood. 

And  do  you,  my  friends,  a  portion  of  the  flock  thus  committed  to 
our  care,  also  keep  in  view  the  object  of  a  Church  organization.  It 
is  for  the  edifying  of  the  body  of  Christ.  Be  not  satisfied  with  any 
thing  short  of  a  personal  interest  in  the  Saviour.  Let  your  prayers 
ascend  for  spiritual  blessings  in  behalf  of  yourselves,  your  pastors^ 
and  the  whole  flock ;  and  thus  striving  together,  speaking  the  truth 
hi  love,  we  shall "  grow  up  into  him  in  all  things,  -v  Inch  is  the  head, 
even  Christ :  from  whom  the  whole  body  fitly  joined  together,  and 
compacted  by  that  which  every  joint  supplieth,  according  to  the 
effectual  working  in  the  measure  of  every  part,  maketh  increase  ol 
the  body  unto  the  edifying  of  itsolf  iu  love." 


